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Despite government assurances that the May 11 military coup had been definitively quashed,
political leaders, Western diplomats and other observers concurred that it was "a military failure
and a political success." According to a source close to the coup co-conspirators cited in an Americas
Watch report, Guatemala's 22 department military bases supported the coup, as did the Air
Force and the honor guard in the capital. Local press sources reported that President Vinicio
Cerezo's government agreed to 25 points, all concessions to rightwing business and military sectors,
including more stringent limitations on press freedoms and unionization, harnessing of police
authority, and an amnesty decree as insurance against future prosecution for political crimes.
Summarized below are the content and circumstances of the amnesty decree and clamp-down
on (Treasury) police authority. On July 8, Guatemala's latest amnesty decree-law went into effect.
Decree-law 32-88 promulgated directly after the May 11, 1988 coup attempt provides amnesty for
political and common crimes (crimes politicos y comunes conexos) committed against the State
up until June 23, 1988. (The date covers the coup co-conspirators until after charges against them
were dropped). This amnesty is indefinitely retroactive. While the decree-law was created to pardon
the coup co-conspirators, it may also cover crimes committed by guerrilla groups prior to June 23,
1988. Given the failure of past amnesty laws, however, it is doubtful that anyone other than the coconspirators will put it to the test. Decree-law 32-88, while an extension of the 180-day amnesty
promulgated following the signing of the Central American peace plan last year, was the result of
military pressure to free the three military officers and seven civilian co-conspirators involved in
the May 11 coup attempt. On May 30, just prior to approval of the decree-law, two officials from the
Army High Command discussed the law with members of the congressional national defense and
interior commissions. Christian Democrat congressperson Romiro Leal Espinoza insisted that the
law was not targeted toward one specific sector or individual, and that its purpose was "to pardon
and forget." He acknowledged that the two Army officers met with a number of congressmen to
make known their opinion of the amnesty law. In February this year, at least six Guatemalans were
abducted and killed by heavily armed assailants driving white panel vans without license plates. In
March, National Police chief Caballeros personally supervised the capture of a white panel van and
six Treasury Police agents just outside Guatemala City. The agents were imprisoned and Treasury
Police chief Oscar Diaz Uruzquizu was dismissed. Police and Army sources privately revealed,
however, that the killings, while supervised by Diaz, were carried out under orders from G-2 Army
Intelligence. G-2 had contracted with Diaz as an informer during the 1985 presidential campaign; at
that time he served as Vinicio Cerezo's director of security. The information was reportedly revealed
in a report signed by Col. Caballeros. Diaz is currently serving as a "special advisor" to Cerezo.
(Basic data from Americas Watch Committee, Guatemala-News in Brief No. 23; summarized by
Malcolm Gordon, CAU associate editor)
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